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BLACK SCHOLARS TO HOST SOLUTIONS-ORIENTED LEADERSHIP SYMPOSIUM
(Madison, WI) – With so many issues confronting the African American community in general and Black men specifically, it has become increasingly more difficult to know where to go for answers. A group of emerging Black scholars wants to change that.

Attempting to connect scholars with the community, Brothers of the Academy (BOTA) will host A National Leadership Symposium: “A Call To Leadership” from May 19-22, 2005, at the Pyle Center (Thursday and Friday) and The Marriott Madison Hotel (Saturday).  The three-day symposium is designed to utilize the collective genius of African-American scholars to combat issues facing the community.
With a “who’s who” in Black academia committed to participate, BOTA will tackle developing solutions to issues under the broader thematic working session topics of Health, Education/Economics, and Community and Family Development.  Confirmed participants include:  Dr. Frank Hale Jr., Vice Provost 
and Professor Emeritus, The Ohio State University, Dr. Bill Harvey, Vice President of The American Council on Education, Dr. Charles Rankin, Executive Director and Professor, Midwest Center for Equity, Dr. Na’im Akbar, Professor of Psychology and President of Mind Productions and many more!

“We want to produce strategic plans and outcomes designed to address the many serious issues facing the African-American community,” explained Dr. Lee Jones, President of Brothers of The Academy and Dean and Professor, School of Graduate Studies, University of Wisconsin at Whitewater. “This is not a typical group of scholars, says Jones.  “We expect participants to leave workshops with specific information and recommended solutions.”  

Activities will conclude with a banquet and recognition program on Saturday May 21, 2005 at the Marriott Madison West Hotel where members of the African American Community in Madison will be honored in

the following areas: Dedication, Community Service, Higher Education, K-12 Education and Distinguished Leadership.  The reception will begin at 5:00 pm followed by dinner, which will start promptly at 6:00 pm.  

For additional information:

Dr. Lee Jones, President of Brothers of The Academy
www.brothersoftheacademy

(262)472-1100 or jonesl@uww.edu
Or

Ms. Vicki Washington, Director

UW-Extension Equal Opportunity and Diversity Programs
608-262-0277

vicki.washington@uwex.edu
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Established:  1999 

Dr. Lee Jones, National President

Website:  Brothersoftheacademy.org
(262)472-1100

Mission

Brothers of the Academy (BOTA) is a not-for-profit entity established as part of the College of Education at Florida State University in Tallahassee, FL whose mission is to produce collaborative interdisciplinary scholarship, research, and publications for the purposes of African American community vitalization. 

Vision

The vision of BOTA is to: 1) connect scholars in academia; 2) create a pipeline for the pursuit of advanced and terminal degrees for African Americans; 3) provide support, mentorship, professional development opportunities for male African American faculty, administrators, and graduate students in pursuit of an academic position; 4) work in concert with Sisters of the Academy to create and promote a vehicle for scholarship dissemination to communities that will effect policy and practice.

Meetings

BOTA’s Leadership Team meets three times annually at sponsor host institutions.  Leadership team members’ travel and lodging are usually subsidized by the host institutions. 

Membership

BOTA has over 300 members from over 50 higher education and governmental institutions in the United States.  Over 80% of our membership has terminal degrees in over 35 fields of study in the areas of social science, medicine, law, and education.  35% of the membership are assistant professors, 25% are in administration, 25% are in graduate school, 10% are associate and above level faculty, and 5% are retired faculty who serve as elders.  

Products

BOTA has produced three books, a semi-annual newsletter, a documentary, and over 100 collaborative research publications among members.  In addition, BOTA is now planning to convene its second National Think Tank in Fall 2006 (city TBA)
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Voice: (262) 472-5217/5218; Fax: (262) 472-5210; E-mail: webmaster@brothersoftheacademy.org; Website: www.brothersoftheacademy.org
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